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MEETING OPENED:
1945
1.
Welcome Address
Bob welcomed everyone to the Thirty Fifth meeting of the West Country branch of the association.  He thanked Stirling Moss for hosting this meeting.  A special welcome was offered to:

Jim Oxlade (1947-1964), Rory Underwood, Bungy Edwards, Jon Munton and Dell Pope for attending their first ASWI Meeting.

2.
Minutes of the Last Meeting 
Proposed by Tom Williamson and seconded by Bill Bailey 


3.New Committee Members 
Bob reported that there had been changes to the committee and that WO Ted Lewis had taken up the position of chair.  The main focus for the next year will be to continue to increase the membership.  Ian Laurie has taken up the position of West Country rep due to Bob Burton's job change to day work in Northwood.
Paul Hitchcock will be resigning as secretary due to a move in house and other outside activities.  A volunteer for this position is being actively sought.   

4.
Membership
Bob reported that Membership had risen last year to 142.  However membership was now at 111, this was due to a number of members not updating their standing order.  It is hoped that once all members have been contacted the membership numbers will increase by a further 20.

Bob also reported that the PRI membership was declining (115) and our membership was increasing by an average of 3 per month.  Post meeting 5 members paid subs for the year 2000 at the meeting.  Membership now stands at 116-118. 

5.
Annual Award: 
Nominations are required for Person Of The Year and Lady Of The Year.  The Student Of The Year would be chosen nearer the date of the dinner dance.  If any one has any ideas for nominations then contact any member of the committee.

6.
Dinner Dance 
The dinner dance has been confirmed for the 6 October 2000 with the AGM taking place at 1330.  52 OF THE 90 Tickets have already been allocated.  So get your booking in.  Price of Tickets £25.00 for paid up members and £30 for non-paid up members.

It is also of note that the HMS SIRIUS reunion is programmed for the 7 October also to be held in HMS DRAKE.

7.
The ASWI Website
Has now been online since the 11 September 99, and is averaging 414 visits (Hits) per month.  It is intended that the association will purchase their own domain name in the near future.  Bob will continue to update the website on a monthly basis so keep your items coming in.  

8.                  Seamaster
Bob informed everyone that the Seamaster would be despatched in a matter of days and would be in 2 parts with a colour supplement about HMS VERNON.  All those assembled were reminded that the seamaster was available for all paid up members. 

9.                  Gizzits

Bob informed the meeting that at last he had secured the money for the association Ties, cufflinks etc.  He hoped to be making an order on the 6 June when he next visits Portsmouth.  Prices will be promulgated soon with all profits going to the association.

10.
AOB 
Life Membership 

Frank Bradburn asked if there was anything such as life membership.  Bob replied that there was and gave a brief history of the life membership policy.  Anyone who thinks that they qualify as life members should send a letter to the secretary.  All applications will be viewed on a case-by-case basis. 


PO (UW) PO (S) Qualifying course 
Tom Williamson asked what incentives were offered to Petty officers on Qualifying course to encourage them to become members.  Bob stated that Petty Officers Qualifying courses were strongly encouraged to join and participate with the association.  
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